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a brief encounter with the authorities, was shot by
the peasants. A much more serious movement was
crushed* in 1890. Major Panitza, the leader of this
conspiracy, was a well-known officer in the army,
who had been a friend and fellow-comrade of Prince
Alexander. Disappointed of his colonelcy and
annoyed at the failure of a negotiation for the pur-
chase of rifles by the War Office, in which he was
pecuniarily interested, he resolved to dethrone Prince
Ferdinand, as Bendereff had dethroned Prince Alex-
ander. He found considerable support for his plans,
and three-fourths of the garrison of Sofia were on his
side. Stambuloff, who had been informed of Panitza's
intentions, lost no time in striking. With sardonic
humour he ordered two officers, whom he knew to be
Panitza's accomplices, to arrest their leader, and
ordered a detachment of men, upon whom he could
rely, to see that they did their work. Panitza was
arrested and put on his trial by court-martial.
Confident of the power of Russia to protect him from
the consequences of acts undertaken, as the documen-
tary evidence proved, with her approval, he showed
no fear of the result But Stambuloff vowed that, at
all hazards, the sentence of the court should be carried
out. That sentence was death, and Panitza was shot
without ceremony as a traitor.

A year later the Premier him.-elf narrowly escaped
assassination. One evening, as he was walking home
with M. Beltcheff, the Minister of Finance from a cafc%
where the ministers were wont to adjourn after
Cabinet Councils, a bullet suddenly whistled past
their ears. With a cry to his companion to " run,"